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THE RALPH C. WILSON, JR. FOUNDATION 
DONATES $4.2 MILLION TO KALEIDA HEALTH 

 
BUFFALO, N.Y. (Friday, December 4, 2015) – The Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Foundation today 
announced a $4.2 million donation to Kaleida Health to support an endowment for the 
organization’s adult day services and senior home care in Western New York. 
 
Mary Wilson, wife of former Buffalo Bills owner Ralph C Wilson Jr., and life trustee and Mary 
Owen, Wilson’s niece and Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Foundation life trustee, and Gerard 
Mazurkiewicz, a longtime Kaleida Health volunteer and new member of the Ralph C. Wilson, 
Jr. Foundation board, were on hand to present the gift to Jody Lomeo, president and CEO of 
Kaleida Health, at the DeGraff Adult Day Center in North Tonawanda. 
 
“We are excited to announce today’s donation and to continue our support for the services 
Kaleida Health provides to more than one million patients and visitors each year,” said Mary 
Wilson. “Ralph cared deeply about the importance of what Kaleida Health means to the 
Western New York region and was particularly passionate about ensuring a place for seniors 
and adults in need of health and nutritional services. We hope that today’s donation will be 
an important piece in continuing to provide that level of care.” 
 
For many years Mr. Wilson has provided annual funding to help defray the cost of 
attendance and transportation to the adult day service program. He has also provided 
funding for programmatic activities and much needed capital purchases.  The endowment in 
Mr. Wilson’s name will honor his legacy and ensure these programs are available for 
generations of families in the years ahead. 
 
Kaleida Health operates two adult day service centers, in Amherst and North Tonawanda.  
Both will now be named the Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Adult Day Services.  The Wilson’s donation 
will also assist Kaleida Health’s home care program, the Visiting Nursing Association. 
 
“On behalf of our board of directors, our employees and the patients that we serve, I cannot 
thank the Wilson family and the Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Foundation enough for their 
generosity,” said Jody Lomeo, president and CEO of Kaleida Health. “This endowment 
continues Mr. Wilson’s giving legacy to Kaleida Health and will tangibly impact thousands of 
lives in the years ahead. We are so thankful for the support.” 
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Adult day services are an important component of the community-based service delivery 
system that helps to delay or prevent placement in a higher level of care. The social adult 
day service program is a structured, comprehensive program that provides functional 
individuals with socialization, supervision and monitoring, personal care and nutrition in a 
protective setting. Individuals attend from one to five days a week, depending upon 
individual and caregiver needs. 
 
In addition to addressing the individual's needs for assistance in activities of daily living, the 
programs provide a secure environment and therapeutic activities aimed at helping 
participants to achieve optimal physical and mental/cognitive functioning. They improve the 
quality of life for older adults by reducing social isolation, and increasing social and 
community engagement. 
 
Judy Baumgartner, president of the VNA of Western New York said, “This very generous gift 
from the Ralph C. Wilson, Jr Foundation will allow many in our community to safely remain 
in the comfort of their home.  The impact this endowment will have on our patients and 
their families is truly life changing and we are eternally grateful for their generosity.” 
 
In addition to improving quality of life for functionally impaired or socially isolated adults, 
the social day services also improve quality of life for informal caregivers by giving them a 
break from their ongoing caregiving responsibilities and providing them with a feeling of 
confidence that their loved one is in a safe environment. 
 
The VNA, a Kaleida Health subsidiary, is the largest home health agency in Western New 
York, serving more than 25,000 patients annually with more than 515,000 home visits. 
Founded in 1885, the VNA of Western New York was the first visiting nursing organization in 
America. Since then, they have become one of the oldest charities in the nation and remain 
the largest home health agency in the Western New York region. 
 
In addition to adult day services, the VNA offers pediatric and adult skilled nursing and 
therapies, chronic disease management, home infusion therapy, mental health care, 
obstetrical services, telehealth, personal care, as well as personal response systems. The 
VNA currently provides services to residents in ten Western New York counties including 
Erie, Niagara, Orleans, Genesee, Chautauqua, Cattaraugus, Allegany, Livingston, Wyoming 
and Steuben. 
 
About The Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Foundation 
The Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Foundation is a newly funded private foundation headquartered in 
Grosse Pointe Farms, MI. The Foundation was established in 2011 by Mr. Ralph C. Wilson, 
Jr. to be used exclusively for charitable purposes. Mr. Wilson passed away on March 25, 
2014 after which the Trustees have recently liquidated the majority of his Estate’s assets 
and funded the Foundation with $1.2 billion in early 2015. It measures in the top five of 
Michigan based private foundations and has a 20 year lifespan. The same four individuals 
who served as trustees for Mr. Wilson’s Estate are designated as Life Trustees of the 
Foundation. An additional three trustees will be added in the near future. 
www.ralphcwilsonjrfoundation.org 
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